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with a frank sense of its inadequacy. Even Gast declares that he had no clear picture of the revolutionary aims of Zaraihustra until the last writings of 1886-88 helped him to understand them. Perhaps my brother felt that he was indeed expecting too much from his friends. With a characteristic mingling of irony and sadness he wrote at a later date: " The book has the defect of being too rich, too warm, too passionate; it keeps you awake at night. From all sides the problems assail you ; it contains words that would lacerate the heart of a god, experiences that we can only undergo six thousand feet above human tribulations. Every word must have hurt and wounded the reader at one time and delighted him at another ; if he has not understood the book in this way, he has failed to understand it altogether."